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Performance notes for "The Koi Pond"
$% 485t - THE KOI POND

I. 8 - “Kohaku Koi (Red and White)” - duet for violin and koto

II. 32 & - Asagi Koi (Blue and Red) - duet for congas and koto

111, €488 8% - Kingginrin Koi (Gold and Silver) — duet for piano and koto
IV. % - Ochiba Koi (Blue and Yellow) — duet for cello and koto

V. L E - Kumonryu Koi (Black and White) — duet for bass clarinet and koto

VI. £H+) & - Kawarimono Koi (All Varieties) — for koto, bass clarinet, piano, congas, violin and cello

“The Koi Pond”, for 13 String Koto, Bass Clarinet, Piano, Congas, Violin and Cello, was completed in Philadelphia in
February of 2010. The piece was commissioned by Chamber Music Now for kotoist Masayo Ishigure and Ensemble CMN
as part of concert production titled “Engawa’.

This work was initially inspired by a collaboration between Chamber Music Now and Philadelphia’s Shofuso Japanese
House and Garden. As we discussed the possibility of a commissioning project for there space we discussed a mural by
internationally-acclaimed Nihon-ga painter, Hiroshi Senju, one of Japan’s most revered contemporary artists displayed at
the home. The work seeks to bring the outside world into the home through a unique work suggestive of cascading
waterfalls. The idea of the water surrounding the space caught my interest but more specifically the Koi Pond. While
standing on the deck over looking the pond | was immediately brought back to a trip | had taken to Kyoto in 1999. | was
fascinated by one particular pond which seemed to be overflowing with Koi. There was a mass a colors swirling around in
the water as the fish pushed to greet the people around the pond. Koi are a very social fish that appears to enjoy human
contact, | think this alone has given the fish a unique place in my mind and | couldn’t think of a better focus for this work.

The piece is a collection of five duets for each of the ensemble members and the Koto as well as a final movement for the
full ensemble. The intent was to explore different ways in which the Koto could behave in each context. Though the
instrument have a tremendous repertoire in Japanese traditional music it's use in a Western context has been limited. |
am honored to have had the chance to explore this instrument with the help and input of Masayo Ishigure and | hope you
enjoy my perspective on composing for the 13 String Koto.
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"The Koi Pond" was commissioned by Chamber Music Now and is dedicated to Kotoist Masayo Ishigure without whom this piece would not have been possible.

THE KOI POND Richard Belcastro

Duets and Ensemble Work for 13 String Koto with 2010
Violin, Cello, Piano, Bass Clarinet and Congas

Transposed Score

I. Kohaku Koi (Red & White)

duet for Violin and Koto
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THE KOI POND 3

II. Asagi Koi (Blue and Red)

duet for Congas and Koto

J=c120 * Conga part should be viewed as a guide to be perform ad lib.
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III. Kingginrin Koi (Red and White)

duet for Piano and Koto
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IV. Ochiba Koi (Blue and Yellow)

duet for Cello and Koto
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duet for Bass Clarinet and Koto

V. Kumonryu Koi (Black and White)

c. 120

(* Lowest string tuned down afhalf step to C natural for this npovement only)
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VI. Kawarimono Koi (All Varieties)
for Bass Clarinet, Congas, Koto, Piano, Violin and Cello

J=120

178

A 4

TTer
o L

Conga Drums

N
3
e
e}
=) L
=
<
£
S
% 1
=%
Q
8
I
8
Q
= L
=
on
<
P
<
B
= n
Q
2
>
Q
kS
=)
=
= L
2
=
Z
=1
=~
a
<
S
=
15
]
*
2l
N
N
5
g
=
2
>

e

\/A N A

A NH A N r

As |

Al <
o~ o4

Ao T8l
i A-._...

A N n..u.-- A [
{ ] llﬂ.. |
| i
YUﬂﬂ
e o
o o4

s
IR A SN
g
N
AN \Fuu
s
N | g
i
|1 M
Sl
M || 5
g
N
ﬁ)‘“_an N
AN
] I ]
Al N
“TN° EN i}

Sl (s
(\HEN A .nmw,
A oH”/ \FI
] 7--

o

i
ol || &
>.f”“_qu ml N

Vin.

Vlc.

A “TN A AFI
[ YRR
il
| At
h | L
e il e
ALl
|l
A AL
Ny
A ~ >AHV
L:ur -A A $IN
s q
A NN
rin i i
( Al
H."l A 6N ml [ YHAR ml
>.||.m o A &N
o At.uu_ o
b QO [\THRN
Ny
o o o
A & A SN ALK
It A Al
N | \Nﬁn-. mN
[YRER QL
o o
pmJ A N pmJ A LLH pmJ
- Ao
wll °l
Tel-A oY S
W
ﬂ..r- o
Al
T .
N |-A Ao
o o
A. JEN
L ol
H Ny
\Y q ] of | SN ]
59 ENL _A._,
5 : £ g
= 2 ~ g




11

THE KOI POND

A i AN A NN
1 vt Aol TR B
<=|[TT®A o (TTTOA  AenL N|ofH
i
A M AR AN
o el (= ...-V
k- ' T3 A
s el s I
A A T8 (A
o7 o W
. Il
1 Nl i 1]
m o Hw/ 9
ml i >W A SN Y iaNg W 1T \ml
N ) N ol
h._E ol ol ! v<
M
] N
- al L i P .\p
54
o o
| O8N A 64 A &L TT®A
it
' T2
] o] ol N
54
pmJ N A N pmJ hl || pmJ
AN o
& aal N & A &Nl ]
TTTOA AN As N
4 A N w/.---
e o
| i
T o o
A AT A
o 9
TelA mNg
. [
o '
| il
& A Sy M M &
T, 'l TN A 108
[ O ﬁ i\
N
]
i all 1
“TT8[-A A A
L. .. \
M A%U ﬁl th ® 2 [ (
S — T —
3 8 g g £ 2
P 5 A~ > >

accel.
accel.

1) : S
= i~ 3 L v -
Ay L . at
ITrr™-A SIALLL L A elA
i il o[
! HHE A (J1T1
n.> \w/nnj 3 LEA . >Hmﬂ
n-- n b | Ao.-
A - ~eH o eA AL ol
L £ il /
1l S | T
r-uun S m-.rJ L % A o
AAH._v AAH.‘ I
il o
]
i o L
?HU, SH[PA IT®A H--
= 5 s
] £ 1124 -J/ T A6 \e
L] \ i
A TIM™ (A [®A TT™-A T
Ll L
g . .
ASIRL 3
o = || : 1 M
it Ml:ﬂ@ f | TN A &L >9
||4H4ﬂ a>.n||r uH._ A A A |
= A AN H
g i i i
| ] <'AQ 1] | ] T8 A A N ANN
Il.g N W/
L= -
I it Tl
e s e A ;.W A
a 3 e
u“ L ..km— * P Wl ]
™A AN A TeA
uu N2 HWH s Aaunn
f AN 3 ! “THTT® X!
3 -~ ﬁ.p-- Ap-”_
) mﬂ >\./.w-- LI NI ol
=z i /
=i Bl
8 muwvd % A o
Prami
M 1
] 3 |
SHTTRA T A H--
= 5 S o
= Iy ----// T A \
J il
T (A TRA T A TN
[
- 4
2 A |
SRR - A Ao
S SN GN| = BN SN N
o ; g £ g
= ~ > >

—» fr

f>sfz




be— .

THE KOI POND

140

J-

12

mf

® o

19}

0

>

y X3

hels

|4
|4

N

=n . Jo1 m =N
A M “ |w ﬁ: A “
Aol A Al (84 ™, ] Aot
Wi
Al A (ol A |8 bl AeN
-u. Un
14T 1 Al
As|SdL A N A N O TR P
] i R
Il ' ML Y A
T AN AFRA mi
| . BN
2 A AR a > e 1 g L
= i A (Y =T A
=4 A P LA P LA 4 A B2y EX3
=3 o ||m
AN PNOF
“_ A
_ij T . |
Aol Al oL Aol B <=ApNl
H Aol
+ Wl
X[ iaNE Aef |0 A |8 S[ inNg
H ey
A=A N A NP Al N ! A <= MR
|1 ool LL 1 ’
AL A p-u p-u L] A
o o] o] o] >- I
AL TITRIA (A (A
NI N NN _leh H—
=A
A ol
Al
Al
Al
Q)
] ]
AN
B MA IM o
.>ﬁ £ x% A ﬁ A A ﬁ
<
)

> =
1
!{ | 4
1
T
fs——p
-

T
I
—_
T

Inm

213
2138
J
oJ
[an
J
~eJ
7
o)

P
P
D

12y

1217

C.Dr.
Vin
Vie

B.CL

C.Dr.

Kt.
Vin.



THE KOI POND

13

1 —h AU iy pa
ﬁ A H
A&l T 4 il
(
| “H e A
1 AN ! T8 A u A & ]
A 7 u_.> >.LV N A m- A
>‘ 8 T [\) T
=i |
A = N A TTIA o A4 M
I AN A A
=AM -u \.mrr [TTTeA A
Aol Ar- ---v 1 T
CR A
1 JREEy AL T \
Ay
I A <=A NP N e L TR
i “FHen-n ™A LI
I Aell Ay I
Al
7
I I
J 19 N
1 AN T -A A SN L Ln
: ﬂ>#- “Teln Aen 4
TS il
Aol b Y I
3] (
A el W) A
Ay
1 JN[ inNg ! TTT8[A % A & I
A ||Lu_.> >.‘b N A m- A
>‘ g — Ql | H
A E --ﬁn> A o o
i A >.f
=N H >rr JILL
Aol Ar ---v TN
i Aol SN 1 ) I
Ny
i A <A NDH N T MR
! oA A
1 Ael o L
) s I
I AQLH TN A A | Ln
) ),/ )| N o
o —— S —
— [ - o =l 5]
@) A < g £ S
o 5 A~ > >

il S A
J 11—
]
i
=| |||
=g o0 G ) G
¥ Xy
AN >ﬂ A J
=N -M A r.? [TTeA Aol
Aol p! | ™ Tk ™™
A SN b | v i) |H
A <= AN T e L TN
’ “TN-A A TN A
A o o
A .ru
. W I ]
AQLL ni A A L 1]
NI N
=A “H * . q L|ul
A
'\ ol
- N |
s
T8 1A A SN I
] s
Ao A TN A
2 i 4 B
.”,k._H ~
=< T8 A A &N ¢
>ﬂ A J
=N A rr 1AL A
Ar --v ™
A MU
A SN b | v i) |H
A =AY N [T - TR
r TN -A A T A
A o N
M .ru
. W I |
AQLL ni A A L H
NI N
S M ST IR M
—
= i = S o S
© A = £ s =
m O




	Score Covers.pdf
	Duets_large.pdf
	Kawarimono_Ensemble_Large.pdf



